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returning to his country. At the same time I re-
solved to give thee thy life; I was already thinking
of preparing thee a place in my cabin, and thought
that thou wouldst pass the rest of thy days pleasantly
with me. But now that I see thee in this condition,
thy fingers gone and thy hands half rotten, I change
my mind, and I am sure that thou thyself wouldst
now regret to live longer. I shall do thee a greater
kindness to tell thee that thou must prepare to die;
is it not so? It is the Tohontaenras® who have treat-
ed thee so ill, and who also cause thy death. Come
then, my nephew, be of good courage; prepare thy-
self for this evening, and do not allow thyself to be
cast down through fear of the tortures.”” Thereupon
Joseph asked him, with a firm and confident mien,
what would be the nature of his torment. To this
Saouandaouscouay replied that he would die by fire.
‘““'That is well,” said Joseph, ‘‘ that is well.”” While
this Captain was conversing with him, a woman, the
sister of the deceased, brought him some food, show-
ing remarkable solicitude for him. [36] You would
almost have said that he was her own son, and I do
not know that this creature did not represent to her
him whom she had lost. Her countenance was very
sad, and her eyes seemed all bathed in tears. This
Captain often put his own pipe in the prisoner’s
mouth, wiped with his own hands the sweat that
rolled down his face, and cooled him with a feather
fan.

About noon he made his Astataion, that is, his fare-
well feast, according to the custom of those who are
about to die. No special invitations were given,
every one being free to come; the people were there
in crowds. Before the feast began, he walked through



